January 11, 2001

Office of the Selectmen

Montague Town Hall

Montague MA 01351

Honored Selectmen,

As parents in Montague, we are concerned over the speed at which "pass-through" traffic moves through our towns.  As examples of this, please recall that a child was struck and killed by a vehicle in Millers Falls on or about October 14, 1999, on "Booster Day."  Soon after that a young boy was struck by a fast moving vehicle on Montague City Road at Greenfield Road, in April 2000, leaving him to a long recovery. We fear that occurrences like these may happen again.

We feel that the steps being taken by the Highway Department ("cones" and clearly visible speed limit signs) are a move in the right direction, but more needs to be done. Towards that end, below we provide three suggestions, each of which we are putting forth as motions before this body. Please consider, and approve if possible, each one:

1. Affixing community-made road signs to city poles.


To illustrate the point to a driver that they are now driving through a small town, several families in Montague Center got together in early October to build a series of hand-made road-side signs. Each sign is plywood, approximately 3 feet wide by 2 feet high, painted white with either dark red or dark blue hand painted lettering (see attached photos for samples). There are two sets of three signs (BurmaShave-style), and two single signs:

Wide Streets


|
(Language is similar,

Quiet Town


|
but signs are locked in

Please Drive Slowly

|
someone's garage)











Please Drive Slowly

|
Please Drive Slow


We are asking for permission to work with the Highway Department to assign locations for these signs in Montague Center (page 4), and to work with parents or concerned citizens in the other townships to build their own signs. Either the Highway Department or parents in the towns, or both, could put the signs up and maintain them as they require new paint.

We spoke with Ed Voudren of the Highway Department and he applauded this suggestion and gave it official dept. approval.

[Continued…]



2. Painting "Entering 25 MPH Zone" on roads at entrances.

Sometimes drivers are simply unaware that they have entered a town limit or simply did not see the speed limit sign on the side of the road. Painting the words "Entering 25 MPH Zone" right down on the road they drive over would improve their awareness and catch the absent-minded driver.


We understand that this project would have to fall under the state road's standards and guidelines, but that it may still be possible to do.





3. Scoring "Ripple Strips" on roads at entrances.


To further give the driver the benefit of the doubt, sometimes they may have been distracted by events happening in their vehicle, such as changing the radio station or dealing with a small child in the back seat. They may not see the speed limit sign on the side of the road. To alert these drivers that they are entering a town, scoring a series of ripple-strips, such as is used at the entrances of toll-booths or along the sides of major highways, may "wake" them up.  This method would also serve as a physical warning to those drivers that may not take posted limits as low as 25 seriously. The loud noise generated by driving across such a strip could help these drivers slow down.

We understand that this project would also have to fall under the state road's standards and guidelines, and that it may not be possible to do, but feel that it is the most effective of the three suggestions.



If all three suggestions could be approved -- positioning ripple strips just before the painted "Entering 25 MPH Zone" which is right next to the initial 25 posted limit sign upon entering a township with clearly visible hand painted "Please Drive Slowly" signs -- this would provide the best and most complete warning and request a driver could possibly receive.

Below you will find a list of names of families who approve of these suggestions, but who could not come to the Selectmen meeting:

Thank you for your time.

-Michael Muller

 Representative for 

 Montague Center Families Concerned About High-Speed Traffic

 367-2367

 mik@montaguema.net

 57 Old Sunderland Road

 Montague MA 01351
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